
A unique 
schools group



Cavendish Education is 
a unique schools group 
dedicated to providing 
an all-round education 
for children and young 
people with unique 
learning profiles.

Think 
Differently
www.cavendisheducation.com

Learn  
Differently
e: info@cavendisheducation.com

Teach 
Differently
   @CavendishEdu 



Our independent day and boarding 
schools offer a warm and friendly 
environment with high-quality specialist 
support for pupils with dyslexia, 
dyspraxia, autism spectrum conditions 
and associated social, emotional and 
communication needs. 

We are passionate in the belief that 
such learning differences should not be 
a barrier to success. Our schools offer 
well-rounded, skilled support on both 
an academic and pastoral level to meet 
the needs of each and every one of our 
pupils - giving them the support and 
skills they need to flourish in adult life.



Our Founder
Cavendish Education was founded by Aatif Hassan in 2013. 

Growing up with dyslexia, Aatif had to work hard to find his 
own way to succeed and he credits the encouragement and 
support of his family and school as crucial to this success. 
He set up Cavendish Education with the simple aim to ‘give 
others the chance to succeed against the odds and in the face 
of obstacles’.

“Our pupils go on to do some amazing things in all walks of 
life. They show discipline, concentration and commitment”.   
Aatif Hassan, Founder 

“Our pupils go on to  
do some amazing things  
in all walks of life” 
Aatif Hassan, Founder 



Our approach
Neurodiversity is being recognised as a competitive advantage 
in today’s world of work - bringing with it, amongst other skills, 
an ability to see, think and approach problems differently 
and creatively. However, people with unique learning profiles 
typically do not do well in mainstream education as they often 
learn in a different way to what is considered to be ‘the norm’. 
This can lead to academic and self-esteem issues.

At Cavendish Education we live by the motto: Think 
Differently, Learn Differently, Teach Differently.  Our pupils are 
neurologically diverse and cognitively able; ‘different’ in how 
they think, not impaired. They should be challenged to the  
same level as their national peers, they just need to get there  
by different means.

Every day we celebrate the unique learning profiles of our 
students and develop educational programmes that not only 
enable them to learn in a way that’s best for them, but one that 
allows them to flourish; identifying, harnessing and developing 
the skills they need to be successful in their working and  
adult life.

“This school has changed 
my life. I had to leave my 
last school because no-one 
understood me. I’ve come 
so far now, the teachers are 
really helpful... I’ve made lots 
of friends and I really enjoy 
coming to school” 

Pupil, Abingdon House School
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Our schools are 
unified by our badge, 
which sits at the heart 
of everything we do.  
 
 
At first sight this is perhaps just a lovely 
symbol but it carries more significance 
than that. The flower represents the 
blossoming of learning and life and each 
petal is a ‘C’, representing the main 
attributes we strive to instil in our pupils 
during their time with us.

We want our pupils to have: 
The confidence to be themselves 
The competence to achieve 
The creativity to shine 
The character to succeed
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1 
Educational outcomes 
and Wellbeing: 
Our schools and colleges offer pupils access to  
a wide range of subject choices and qualification 
levels, all carefully chosen to work to their 
strengths. Regardless of a pupil’s starting point 
when they join us, they will make progress and they 
will achieve. We enable this transformation to take 
place by showing understanding, offering support, 
restoring self confidence and by celebrating 
achievements, big and small. 

Our focus is not on academic results alone, we 
understand that our pupils need to feel prepared 
for life beyond our doors and so we also offer input 
around fitness, health, nutrition, resilience and 
mental wellness.

2 
Therapeutic and specialist 
support: 
Alongside the academic, co-curricular and pastoral 
provision sits a fully integrated therapeutic and 
specialist support model which includes access 
to subject specialists, therapists, counsellors and 
support workers. 

Our small classes guarantee high levels of personal 
attention from specially trained and empathetic 
teaching and support staff. We focus on a pupil’s 
areas of strength and interest, and tailor their 
learning accordingly. Sophisticated assistive 
technologies are available to help them achieve 
their best work. 

3 
Preparation for life: 
We work closely with our pupils to help them 
understand more about their unique learning 
profile and to help them embrace, celebrate and 
value the attributes that make them unique. 
Through our carefully crafted PSHE programmes 
we bring important topics to life and call upon the 
services of expert speakers to share their insight.

We focus on achieving independence as adults 
and offer pupils access to varied and bespoke life 
skills input which might include travelling safely, 
handling money, cooking, personal care or social 
skills. We also offer our pupils the opportunity to 
undertake work experience which is meaningful, 
relevant and sustained. 

4 
Learning outside of the 
classroom: 
Pupils who may have struggled in a traditional 
classroom setting often thrive in an outdoor 
environment; when they experience success here,  
it helps them to realise what they can achieve when 
they challenge themselves. 

Learning outside the classroom takes many forms, 
from academic subjects being studied on the farm 
or at forest school, to adventure and residential 
trips designed to build confidence away from home 
and encourage team work, resilience and problem 
solving. Playing sports and being physically fit and 
active sit alongside the mental health and wellbeing 
aspects of spending time in the great outdoors.

Beyond this, our approach  
is based on four broad themes:



School 
(refer to map)

Specific learning  
difculties; dyslexia, 
dyspraxia

Autism Spectrum  
Conditions and  
associated social  
communication needs

Therapies / clinical  
services offered

Pupil roll Age range

Abingdon House 
School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Physio
•  Counselling
•  Wellbeing

80 7-19

Bredon School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Counselling
•  Wellbeing

210 7-18

Gretton School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Ed Pysch
•  Art Therapy
•  Counselling
•  Wellbeing

124 5-19

Hardwick House 
School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Counselling
•  Wellbeing

35 7-19

The  
Holmewood School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Pyschotherapy
•  Music Therapy
•  Dramatherapy
•  Wellbeing

80 7-19

The Moat School

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Counselling
•  Wellbeing

110 9-18

Trinity School  
& College

•  S&LT
•  OT
•  Wellbeing
•  Counselling

180 6-25

Our Schools

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



The schools in the Cavendish 
group currently educate over  
800 children and young people...

 

1  Abingdon House School 
 Marylebone 
 Day school

2 Bredon School 
 Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 
 Day and boarding school

3 Gretton School 
 Girton, Cambridgeshire 
 Day and boarding school

4 Hardwick House School 
 Loughborough, Leicestershire 
 Day school

5 The Holmewood School 
 Finchley 
 Day school

6 The Moat School 
 Fulham 
 Day school

7 Trinity School & College 
 Rochester, Kent 
 Day school





Abingdon House School welcomes 
children aged 5 to 19 years old and 
offers support for dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
social communication difficulties and 
associated learning needs.

A small and friendly school, Abingdon is 
based in bustling Marylebone but staff 
and pupils take plenty of opportunities to 
get out into the great outdoors in nearby 
Regent’s Park.

Abingdon helps 
children feel nurtured 
and cared for and they 
focus on and encourage 
individual talents. 

With numerous musicians, performers 
and artists amongst its pupils, Abingdon 
House has a unique way of rebuilding 
confidence and self-esteem and allowing 
children to blossom – in their own  
unique way.

With integrated therapies on offer 
including speech and language, drama, 
music, art and lego, pupils thrive in the 
calm, friendly, can-do atmosphere and as 
they begin to achieve in both academic 
and creative areas, belief in their own 
abilities grows fuelling further success.

“(The School) is wonderfully 
supportive, a place which  
goes out of its way to find 
solutions to help the children”

CReSTeD report

Abingdon House School
 
 Broadley Terrace, 
 Marylebone,  
 London NW1 6LG

T: 020 3750 5526 
E: ahs@abingdonhouseschool.co.uk 
 

www.abingdonhouseschool.co.uk





“At his previous school (my son) was 
withdrawn, reluctant to go to school...  
Now he is a confident happy boy... The staff 
are amazing and have built his confidence 
up no end”  
Parent

Bredon is a dyslexia friendly boarding 
and day school for pupils aged between 
7 and 18 years old. Offering a wide 
ranging curriculum, specialist teaching 
and a variety of technologies to support 
learning, the school enables pupils to 
make progress in a way that is best suited 
to their individual learning style. 

Alongside the traditional academic 
subjects, there’s a strong focus on 
practical and hands-on learning. The 
school prepares its students for success 
at the next stage, whether that is college, 
university or into employment. The 
school’s alumni include several notable 
successes, including an English National 
Hunt Jockey, an RHS Chelsea Gold Medal 
winning garden designer and a UK-based 
restaurateur.

Based in enviable surroundings in rural 
Gloucestershire, Bredon’s facilities 
include an 84 acre ‘outdoor classroom’, 
incorporating a working school farm,  
a forest school, a climbing tower, a clay 
shooting ground and numerous sports 
pitches, all used to help build confidence 
and self-esteem.

Bredon School
 
 Pull Court, Bushley, 
 Tewkesbury, 
 Gloucestershire GL20 6AH

 T: 01684 293156  
 E: admissions@bredonschool.co.uk 
 

 www.bredonschool.org



Gretton is an autism specialist day and 
boarding school for pupils aged between 
5 and 19 years old. Its positive approach 
and the value it places on treating 
each pupil as an individual means that 
whatever a child’s past experience of 
education, they can enjoy learning again 
at Gretton.

The highly trained academic, care and 
therapy teams create an atmosphere of 
calm and purpose where pupils can learn 
and develop with increasing confidence 
and success. Set in 9 acres with its own 
forest school, astroturf pitch and play 
areas, Gretton encourages its pupils to 
play, work and live alongside each other  
as one happy and united community. 

Pupils enthusiastically take part in drama 
and music productions and work together 
to represent the school in team sports. 

“Often, pupils have not had 
an easy time previously in the 
education system. Many have 
lost years of education and some  
have significant gaps in their 
learning. Pupils make rapid 
gains at this school”  
Ofsted     

Gretton School 

Manor Farm Rd, 
Girton,  
Cambridge CB3 0RX

T: 01223 277438 
E: info@grettonschool.com 
 

www.grettonschool.com



The atmosphere 
is supportive and 
inclusive and as 
pupils get older they 
increasingly have more 
independence with 
their studies and the 
opportunity to board.





Hardwick House School is a specialist 
day school which caters for boys and girls 
with autism. Described as ‘more than just 
a school’ Hardwick House is a community 
which provides a support network for 
young people, aged between 7 and 19 
years old, and their families.

Offering a small and caring environment, 
Hardwick House enables pupils to access 
a broad and balanced curriculum designed 
in partnership with the individual and 
tailored specifically to account for their 
unique needs and aptitudes.

The philosophy of the school is to 
allow each individual pupil to make 
outstanding progress from their personal 
academic, social and emotional starting 
points and to focus on raising aspirations 
and developing prospects for the future. 
Preparation for adulthood is central to 
the ethos of the school. 

Every pupil leaves 
Hardwick House with 
a clear destination in 
mind; further education, 
or the world of work 
through a training 
programme such as  
an apprenticeship.

The school’s outdoor learning facilities 
are used to promote creative thinking, 
enhance wellbeing and grow each 
learner’s confidence. These facilities 
include an outdoor workshop area, a 
campfire kitchen and a variety of small 
animals which are used as both a tool  
for teaching and to reduce anxiety.  
The Hardwick House curriculum is 
focused on developing the key academic 

and social skills required for adulthood. 
Every pupil receives weekly Social 
Communication lessons delivered by 
school staff and a Speech and Language 
Therapist. The school also has an 
Occupational Therapist and a Counsellor.

“Pupils with a variety of anxieties and 
barriers to learning make excellent  
progress in their personal development. 
They develop greatly improved 
independence and self-confidence” 
Ofsted  

Hardwick House School 

 190 Forest Road 
 Loughborough LE11 3HU

T: 01509 218203 
E: info@hardwickhouseschool.co.uk 
 

www.hardwickhouseschool.com



The Holmewood School is an autism 
specialist day school for pupils aged 
between 7 and 19 years old. Offering a 
skilfully supported  academic curriculum 
alongside a comprehensive outdoor 
education programme combining farming, 
outdoor education and life skills, the 
school gives its pupils the skills they need 
to look after themselves in the world 
beyond school.

All pupils fully embrace the benefits 
this brings, from enjoying simple back-
to-nature fun in the great outdoors to 

measurable increases in social inclusion, 
confidence and self esteem. The School 
places great emphasis on happiness 
too, and a result it is a school that is 
full of laughter and smiling faces where 
pupil achievements are celebrated and 
rewarded.

Older pupils are supported to attend 
college and also undertake work 
experience. Specialist staff deliver a range 
of therapies including drama, music, 
reflexology, speech and language and 
occupational therapy.

The Holmewood School 

88 Woodside Park Rd, 
London N12 8SH

T: 020 8920 0660 
E: enquiries@thsl.org.uk 
 

www.thsl.org.uk



“Holmewood has 
been a life changing 
experience for my 
child and our family.   
I only wish that  
schools like it were 
available to every 
child that needs it” 
Parent



The Moat School is a dyslexia and 
dyspraxia specialist day school for 
children aged between 9-18 years old. 
The Moat is vociferous in its belief 
that all children can achieve their 
maximum potential if given the correct 
environment and support. As such, life 
at The Moat is busy and varied. 

Hands-on practical subjects 
complement the academic curriculum 
and wide-ranging enrichment activities 
give pupils the opportunity to take part 
in activities which build self-belief and 
confidence. The annual Tall Ships Sailing 
Challenge is a great example. 

All staff have specialist training and 
there is a range of therapies on offer 
within school too. Technology is used 
extensively and the school provides 
each child with a laptop and touch 
typing lessons. 

At the heart of The Moat’s success is 
individual focus – pupils are given every 
opportunity they need to find success.

The Moat School 

Bishops Avenue, 
Fulham, 
London SW6 6EG

T: 020 7610 9018 
E: admissions@moatschool.org.uk   
 

www.moatschool.org.uk



“Our daughter has already 
had a tremendously 
positive boost to her 
confidence and overall 
contentedness. She loves 
the Lower School, and we 
are extremely impressed 
with the attention and 
understanding by the 
entire Moat team”  
Parent





“Pupils are happy 
here... behaviour is 
exceptionally good” 
Ofsted

Trinity is a day school and college 
specialising in teaching children and 
young people, aged 6 to 25 years, with  
a diagnosis of dyslexia, dyspraxia, autism 
spectrum condition, and associated 
speech, language and communication 
needs. It is also specially recognised by 
AcSEED for meeting the needs of young 
people with anxiety.

A happy and uplifting place, Trinity 
celebrates its pupils’ achievements and 
its numerous displays of artwork are  
a real treat. The bursting awards cabinet 
is testament to the hard work of all 
the learners. Trinity adopts an holistic 

approach to learning; combining tried 
and tested educational methods with 
a programme of life skills specifically 
designed to meet the needs of the pupils.

Its positive, multi-sensory and practical 
delivery, in conjunction with small classes 
and a supportive environment, enables 
every pupil to develop the confidence 
to learn – for life. The College provides 
continuity and progression through 
education and into the workplace and 
offers broad vocational training options 
such as hair and beauty, construction and 
catering, as well as The Arts. 

Trinity School & College 

9-13 New Road,  
Rochester, 
Kent ME1 1BG

T: 01634 812233 
E: ofce@trinityschoolrochester.co.uk 
 

www.trinityschoolrochester.co.uk



Our Successes
When reflecting on achievements and successes, it is clear that together  
we are making huge progress. In addition to these headline achievements 
there are also hundreds of stories of individual students achieving their 
personal best and displaying the Cavendish attributes of character, 
confidence, competence and creativity.

Bredon School is ranked  
in the top 1% of 4,470 
schools and colleges in 
England for ‘Value Added’ 
for 16-18 years old, based 
on 2020 Department for 
Education figures.

The Moat School pupils 
feature in a film made by the 
charity ‘Made by Dyslexia’ 
which also starred Orlando 
Bloom. The film celebrated 
difference and helped to 
promote that our pupils can 
and do achieve great things.

Numerous students 
achieve top university 
offers demonstrating the 
competence and confidence 
to progress.

Educational 
outcomes  
and wellbeing

Top 

1%  
for Value 
-Added 



Preparation for Life

Trinity College students attended 
the Westminster Insights: Mental Health 
in Schools conference, contributing to a 
session on the effectiveness of wellbeing 
provision and influencing future policy.

ISA 
AWARD

Bredon School is awarded an ISA 
Award for ‘Academic Excellence and/
or Innovation’ in recognition of its 
innovative year-long Sixth Form Work 
Experience programme.

Therapeutic &  
specialist support 

WINNER 
TES AWARD

The Holmewood School is named 
as a winner of a TES award for ‘SEN 
initiative of the Year’ in recognition of 
their student-led Occupational Therapy 
cafe which contributes to life skills 
development, career-based training  
and wellbeing. 

Abingdon House School  
is Highly Commended for SEN School  
of the Year in the Shine a Light awards, 
recognising success in working with 
pupils with Speech, Language and 
Communication needs.

Learning outside  
of the classroom: 
The Holmewood School  
students use kayaks and SUPs to help 
clear plastic from the canals, working 
with the Islington Boat Club as part 
of a community project to improve 
the environment and in widening the 
understanding of neurodiversity.

The Moat School is granted a full 
licence to operate the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme at all levels and its first 
ever Silver award group complete their 
assessed hike in the Peak District.

Recognised  
by the FSA

The amazing on-site Forest School  
at Gretton School is awarded the FSA 
Recognised Forest School Provider status 
and featured in the Autism Eye magazine.



“Forest School is such a brilliant idea, and  
I admit that I was sceptical at first, but it 
has proved to be a magical environment 
for him” 
- Parent

“Thank you so very much for the 
wonderful and inspiring teaching you 
have given to (our son) this year. It is 
a joy to see him beginning to fulfill his 
potential and grow in confidence in his 
abilities at last, as well as developing his 
love for language and writing”  
- Parent

“I feel that it was only with your 
continued support that university has 
become a realistic opportunity for me”  
- Student

“The school’s individualised approach and 
extensive curriculum… ensure that every 
pupil can make progress and develop 
confidence and skills for the future”  
- ISI Inspection

“The curriculum is very cleverly altered to 
take account of the children’s challenges, 
and the whole school celebrates 
difference and encourages the children  
to play to their strengths”  
- Parent

“An emphasis on outdoor education 
contributes strongly to pupils’ physical  
and mental health”  
- ISI Inspection

Our vision for the future
At Cavendish Education our 
ultimate aim is to build a 
thriving schools group known 
for its excellent quality 
education provision for pupils 
with unique learning profiles.





Contact us: 

Cavendish Education Ltd
14-16 Waterloo Place
London
SW1Y 4AR 
 
info@cavendisheducation.com
Tel: +44 (0) 203 305 9095
   @CavendishEdu
www.cavendisheducation.com


